Review

A Review of Jianqing Zheng’s The Dog Years of Reeducation:
Poesns. Madville Publishing, 2023.

Poet-scholar Jiunqing Zheag has lived in the Mississippi Delia
town of Greenwood for almost thirty years, writing, cditing,
and teaching poetry at Mississippt Valley State Universitv.
Only in his mid-sixtics, however, did Zheng finally publish a
full-lenpth collection as his 1 Way of [ soking won the Gerald
Cable Prize for a first book of poetry (Silverfish Review Press,
2022}, Most of these hvitumn (a prose paragraph Followed by a
haiku) address Zhenp’s adopred landscapes and subjects like
the river and the blues, as well as his American pareni-figures,
who gave him a second life when he and his wife moved from
China to Hattiesburg in 1991, Sall, sometunes i+ Wy of
Tooking he evokes his memotics of China.  One hauntmg
poem relates being sent by his busy parents to board at a
kindergarten after his loving grandmother died and he fell into
misery. Though now happily rooted in Mississippi, Zheng has
said that, ultimately, “Home is where one lives with tnemaories”
(“Moving™), and it this theme thar dominates his absorbing,
beautifully written second book, The Dug Yeurr of Récducution.
‘The memorics that Zheng captures in The Doy Yoars
revolve around his stint as a ghiging, or an educared youth
straight from high school, whom Mao Zhedong foreed from
the city to the countryside to live with and work beside peasants
as part of ‘The Cultural Revolution.  Zheng recollects these
times fifty years later “for the reason of not forgetting,” as he
states in a prefatory note, Hach memory is “a page” he “turns”
to remember, to bear witness to hardship, foendship, and
dreams he feared he'd never get to see come true. He repeats
this apt metaphor near the end of the book in “A Momentary
Stay,” writing, “Turning page alter page, / memoties are stirred
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